FILM + NEW MEDIA

BY JOHMFAL

FILM BUZZ 200/!

All the rumors are true: Multiple Minnesota film
prgjects are coming to a theater near you.

Since the Hollywood productons North Country and A Praine Home Companian wene $hot in
Minnesota, along with local filmmaker Ali Selin's Sweet Land, it would seem the state is regain-
ing it reputation as a cinematic hub. Back in the mid-"80s, the state was abuzz with big-name
productions such as The Mighty Ducks, Grumpgy Oid Men and Feefing Minnesata, making Min-
nesota a kind of Hollywood backiot, with ane of the mest active film commissions in the U.S. But
then, the film industry quit calling, and in the past 10 years, faw big studio pictures hive been
shot here until this recent renaissance, Unlike that boom-bust cycle, however, our local inde-
pendent Film scens has never wavared. In the last few years, more indie projects have been in
the works than ever before, Here's what's noing down this year:
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Hautman's Godless, the story of a skeptical
teenager who founds & new religion with a
waker tower as its spiritual foundation

PATAICK COYLE—who wrote and di-
rected Detective Fiction, about & man who be-
ging writing after he's court-ordered inta
sobriety—is equally busy. Since Coyle played
Martin in Swesat Land, his new script, nta
Temptation, has been optioned, The story fol-
lows a priast obsessed with finding @ waman
who confessed & sin she has yet to commit
Currently Fundraising, Coyle hopes to begin
production this spring.

JAMIE A, LEE, fonndier of visionarias film-
works, inc, and a former co-owner of Agquanes
Muedia, crafts social-justice documentarsas. Han
recank Green Green Waler [co-directed and
produced with Dewn Mikkelson) examines so-
cial divisions amang the Cree of Manitoba that
are created when hydroslectric companies
prassurn the trbe for water rghts, in March,
Lee begins shooting agua miel Secrets of the
Agave, about women's cobperatives along the
U.5.-Mexico border. Also on her to-do kst
Imaging, a documentary about the Twin Cites
Gay Men's Chorus on its Great Southern Sing
Out Towr this past summer, soon to begn post-
prochection [visionariesfilmworks.com).

JOAMNA KOHLER, one of Lee's collabora-
Lorg, is fresh of F her recent endeavor, Boxers,
which profiles the all-femals Team Uppercut
on its way to an internaticnal tournamant,
Through her company, Kohler Productions,
Kohler says she aims to “budd communiby &n-
ergy around propects that confront powes?
Her GUERRILLA Tour, for instance, is a digital-
media project in which audiences participate
in open, faclktated discusssons after screen-
Ings. Up next: a serias of shorts that imest-
gate community perceptions of public money
[kohlerproductions com)

WILLIAM SCOTT REES and JOELLEN
MARTINSOM, the collaborators behind Candy
Eye Factory, continue their rapid-fire release
of projects with The Mallgrys Go Black Market,
which depicts the selling of "80s-era clothing
to unsuspecting foreign teenagers. Already
screened in Mew York, the fidm premiares in
the Midwest this year. Also raring For release
i the short film The Epicens, which Rees da-
scribes as “"about art stars/Greek gods/




